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From the Desk of the President

Dear Agrarians! It is a matter of satisfaction that the third issue of the first volume of the e-newsletter of the

Bihar Agriculture Science Academy (BASA) is in your hands. During the period, of July - September many

activities have taken place for agriculture in India and so for the Bihar. At the end of June, we had an

executive committee meeting and several decisions were taken including the selection of new fellowships for

the year 2024. Finalizing the tag line of the academy. Seven new fellowships have been inducted after

completion of all formalities in the academy. I congratulate all and welcome them to our family.

Dear fellowships! In the last issue, I mentioned the challenge of climate change our Agriculture is facing.

Another challenge that is not much talked about is the challenge of decreasing land holdings and the

application of new technologies in the same. More than 86 % farmers in our country are small and marginal.

Development of agricultural technologies and information systems for them is a herculean task. The whole

Agricultural Research Education and Extension system is trying to fulfil its requirement to keep production

and productivity sustainable. I personally feel that there is a need to think differently to tackle the issue, which

is getting worse day by day. Somewhere and sometime we have to try to stop the fragmentation of land further.

The way, it is going, time is not far that there will be only bund and bund in the farmlands. There is a need of

a big policy decision requirement of land consolidation for having bigger mechanized and automated

Agriculture.

Dear readers! I met the Hon. Minister of Agriculture and Secretary of Agriculture Bihar twice during the

period and appraised them on what Bihar need in priorities for accelerated agricultural development. I also

attended the second Makhana Divas 2024 event organized by the Bihar Government. I found the event like an

annual ritual at the local level and suggested organising such awareness programmes in other states and

embassies in India and Indian embassies abroad. Suggested them to develop a comprehensive programme for

GI products of Bihar. Recently ICAR-CIPHET Ludhiana has developed a much-needed mechanized system for

collection/harvesting of makhana seeds from the bottom of ponds/deep fields. Bulk grain storage system using

modern silos with the railway in their sides having a capacity each of 50,000 MT have also been erected in

Darbhanga and Samastipur.

Last month Bihari Faculty of IARI organized a very nice get-together of all faculty, and students of Bihar and

Jharkhand. It was a lovely and unique initiative by Drs Girish and Atul. The cultural programme in the event

was a bonus for us. We discussed various issues of agricultural research and, the need for our collective

efforts for the development of Bihar and its cultural heritage. A lot of work we have to do and for the same a

lot of volunteers are required. Hope new entrants in the fellowship will contribute significantly in a time-

bound manner. Presently nominations for fellowship 2025 are open and request you all dignitaries to

nominate more and more able people for inducting into our contingent to strengthen the efforts for

accelerated development of Indian Agriculture in general and Bihar in particular.
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1. BASA Happenings

1.1. BASA Bestowed Fellowships to 7 Eminent Agriculturists for the year 2024

Bihar Agriculture Science Academy (BASA), bestowed fellowships to following 7 eminent agriculturists who

have worked for the betterment of agriculture science and the farming community of Bihar.

1

Dr Archana Sinha, Principal Scientist and Head, Division of Aquatic Environmental Biotechnology at ICAR-

CIFRI, Barrackpore, Kolkata. Dr Sinha has been awarded a fellowship in the discipline of Fisheries Sciences. She

has developed fish feed fortified with probiotics for growth enhancement of fish; natural carotenoid rich feeds for

coloration of ornamental fishes; developed package of practices for fish culture in irrigation canals; standardized

integration of high priced small indigenous fish with conventional carp culture; bred peacock eel, Macrognathus

aral an indigenous fish for the first time in the captivity; reported new species Barilius torsie from river Torsa of

North Bengal on the basis of morpho and molecular tools; Identified Pseudolaguvia foveolata cytochrome B gene

and COI gene submitted to Gene bank (Accession No. MF 506829 and Accession No. MF 506829 respectively) of

NCBI database; developed a Nutri-smart Small Indigenous fish Seed village at Madangunj, Namkhana of

Sundarbans (WB); developed Net Partition System for fish culture in irrigation canal for fisheries enhancement

through open water resource utilization.

Dr Jagesh Kumar Tiwari, Principal Scientist, Division of Vegetable Improvement, ICAR- Indian Institute of

Vegetable Research (IIVR), Jakhini (Shahanshahpur). He has been awarded a fellowship in Horticulture Sciences

(Vegetable Sciences). He has significant contribution to the development of interspecific potato somatic hybrids

via protoplast fusion using non-crossable wild species Solanum cardiophyllum, S. pinnatisectum and S. tubersoum

to widen the genetic base of the cultivated potato for late blight resistance and potato virus Y resistance. He has

established genetic stability of in-vitro plants, identified SSR for germplasm/ varietal identification, MAS,

identified novel genes and micro RNAs for N stress in potato tuberization & late blight resistance using

transcriptome sequencing, and sequenced whole genome of di-haploid potato (C-13) and glass-house potato aphid

(Au. solani). He has contributed in the development of four potato varieties viz., Kufri Neelkanth, and Kufri

Jamunia i.e. MSP/16-307) (Developer); and Kufri Lohit and Kufri Uday (Co-developer/Associate), registered 20

potato genetic stocks (Developer: 16 + Co-developer: 4) with ICAR-NBPGR, New Delhi for unique traits, and

granted with one Patent (“Aeroponic nutrient solution, and applications thereof” Patent No. 441138 dated

28/07/2023).

Dr Kundan Kishore, Principal Scientist and Head, Division of Crop Production ICAR-Central Institute for

Subtropical Horticulture, Rehmankhera, Lucknow- 226101. Dr Kishore has been inducted as BASA fellow for

2024 in the broad discipline of Horticulture Sciences. He has developed varieties of mango, custard apple and rose

apple. He has developed novel training system in mango and economically viable and sustainable fruit-based

intercropping model. He has developed production technology for sustainable mango yield under high density

planting system. He did pioneer work in the field of phenology of tropical fruit crops. He also proposed the

concept of pollination syndrome in large cardamom, custard apple and sapota. He was also associated with the

plant genetic resource management and diversification in fruit crops with exotic fruits such as dragon fruit.

Dr Narendra Kumar, Principal Scientist and Head, Division of Crop Production, ICAR-Indian Institute of Pulses

Research, Kanpur, Uttar Pradesh. Dr Kumar has been awarded a fellowship in the discipline of Natural Resource

Management Sciences (Agronomy). He has made outstanding research contributions in the field of conservation

agriculture, weed management, climate resilient practices, rainfed rice fallows and cropping systems

diversification. He has developed many technologies which are popular among farmers in different parts of

country and associated in development of 17 varieties of oilseeds and pulses.



Issue No. Vol. 1(3) July-September, 2024 BASA e-NEWSLETTER

2

Dr Neeraj Kumar, Senior Scientist, ICAR-National Institute of Abiotic Stress Management, Baramati-413 115,

Maharashtra is awarded a fellowship in the field of Fisheries Sciences. He is working on the development of novel

nutraceuticals for alleviating abiotic and biotic stresses in fish. He has studied the toxicities of priority heavy metals,

pesticides, and the essentiality of metallic nanoparticles in fish. Dr Kumar has successfully demonstrated the

alleviation of multiple stresses in fish using nanotechnology and nutritional approaches. Four feed products have

been patented; of these, two patents have been granted, and two are under consideration. Additionally, he developed

a patented nano-herbal formulation that has proven very useful for controlling fish parasites. Dr Kumar has also

developed different types of nano-feeds (selenium nanoparticles, manganese nanoparticles, copper nanoparticles,

cobalt nanoparticles, iron nanoparticles, zinc nanoparticles, and silver nanoparticles) from fisheries waste to

alleviate multiple stresses in fish. He has also developed several stress biomarkers for contamination in open aquatic

systems.

Dr Rakesh Kumar who is working as a Senior Scientist at ICAR-Regional Complex for Eastern Region, Patna-

800014, Bihar, has been awarded a BASA 2024 fellowship in the field of Natural Resource Management Sciences

(Agronomy). He has pursued an innovative, impact-oriented research on conservation agriculture (CA) for

sustainable intensification of rice-wheat system through climate resilient cropping. He has developed CA-based

agro-techniques for rice-fallow management. He established that sustainable intensification of CA-based rice-wheat

cropping system with inclusion of summer green gram resulted in improvement of soil health and system

productivity. He has also developed 4-Intensive Integrated Farming system (IIFS) modules for 01-acre land to

enhance food and nutritional security of the farming community of Nagaland. These farming models has increased

crop productivity by 85-280%, cropping intensity by 200-300%, income of Rs.12000 to 32000, besides employment

generation for 250 to 365 days. The nominee has been associated with development & popularization of 03 rice

varieties (Swarna Sukha Dhan, Swarna Purvi Dhan 3 and Swarna Sukha Dhan for direct seeded rice (DSR), and

established 10 Climate Resilient Villages in Gaya (05) & Buxar (05) districts of Bihar.

Dr Satyapriya, Principal Scientist and Head, Division of Agricultural Extension, ICAR-Indian Agricultural

Research Institute, New Delhi-110012. Dr Satyapriya has been awarded a fellowship in the discipline of Social

Sciences (Extension Education). He has made significant contributions to agricultural extension through innovative

models and initiatives. He conceptualized and established the ADARSH CHARA GRAM model and learning center

for farmers in neighboring and adopted villages of KVKs Karari and Datia. Under DST funding, he established the

Nutri Smart Village: A Nutrition Led Extension model of Community Agri-Nutri Security Centres (CANSCSs) for

the nutritional security of women in Lehchoda and Mukari villages, Baghpat district, Uttar Pradesh. His

technological advancements include the development of an expert system and e-chara Kendra on fodder and

grasses, the establishment of the Birsa Hariyali Community Radio Station, and the socio-economic profiling of

pastoral communities for effective extension advisory.

1.2 Nomination invited for Election to Academy's Fellowship for the year 2025

The Academy invites nominations for election to Fellowship of the Academy for the year 2025. The responsibility

of nominators is huge as before nomination, they must ensure the suitability and integrity of the nominees for this

prestigious fellowship. As per the rules, the Fellowship is requested not to propose more than two and second

more than three names in a year. This may kindly be kept in view while submitting the nominations.

Our thrust is to enrol best on BASA’s platform and hence we have unanimously agreed to adhere to the guidelines

set for different fellowships by NAAS India. The guidelines and the Nomination Forms for different fellowships

for the year 2025 have already been circulated to BASA fellowships for the needful. The duly filled nomination

forms should reach the Secretary, BASA at secretarybasa2023@gmail.com on or before October 31, 2024.

Kindly note that incomplete nominations and those without specified enclosures will not be considered.

mailto:secretarybasa2023@gmail.com


Issue No. Vol. 1(3) July-September, 2024 BASA e-NEWSLETTER

BASA Happenings

1.3 The District Agricultural Profile

1.4 The Bank account of the BASA

The bank account od the Academy has been open in the Bank situated in RPCAU campus, Pusa, Samastipur,

Bihar and now fully operational.

1.5 BASA domain name for the website

For the development of the BASA website, a domain name "basa.co.in" has been purchased from GoDaddy

company. The main purpose of a domain name is to provide an easily recognizable and memorizable name to

search for the internet resources of the BASA. The development of the BASA website is in progress.

3

The ‘Bihar: Districts Agriculture Profile’, an informative document, is

in the printing pipeline. The document's objective is to prepare a handy

booklet for ready- reference, containing district-wise information

related to demography, climatic conditions, land utilization, soils, water

resources, major crops and their area/production, cropping intensity,

etc. Basic information on livestock and fishery is also included. Special

attention is given to Agricultural markets and related infrastructures.

Besides, it attempts to shed light on various aspects of Bihar's

agriculture, including its current challenges and prospects. Policy

briefings and papers are needed to offer comprehensive perspectives

and recommendations for sustainable growth and development not only

in the agricultural production sector of Bihar but also in how post-

production activities can promote rural industrialization and local

employment. In line with the broader aims and objectives, this is the

first compilation showing a brief gist of all 38 districts of Bihar, and

hoping it will be helpful for all stakeholders involved in Biksit Bihar

and Biksit Bharar.

http://basa.co.in/
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Swarna Lakshami – A Chickpea Variety Released and Notified for North-East Plains

Dr AK Choudhary, ICAR RCER, Patna

In the last two decades, chickpea area in the north-east plain zone (Bihar, UP, Jharkhand, Assam and WB) has

drastically come down due to various reasons including the replacement of chickpea by wheat and other remunerative

high-value crops, the prevalence of Fusarium wilt, and the emergence of dry root rot and collar rot diseases. These

production constraints have also adversely affected regional productivity. The development of the Desi chickpea

variety ‘Swarna Lakshami’ has been an endeavour to address these issues.

The variety Swarna Lakshami (DBGC 3) combines desirable characteristics such as drought tolerance, earliness, seed

size and high reproductive capacity from its first parent ‘ICC 13124’, and wilt resistance from its second parent ‘WR

315’. These attributes make it suitable for planting under both rainfed as well as irrigated conditions.

The variety ‘Swarna Lakshami’ has shown an overall yield advantage of 26.90, 13.20 and 17.29% respectively over

the check varieties ‘PBG 9’, ‘BG 3043’ and ‘GNG 2207’ in AICRP trials. Its mean days to 50% flowering (77 days)

and maturity duration (129 days) match with the check variety ‘BG 3043’. It has an excellent grain color, size and

shape, and is likely to fetch consumers’ preference in the NEPZ. Its average 100-seed weight is 21.27 g. Seeds of this

variety contain high protein content (20.86%), which is higher than that of most of the check varieties such as ‘BG

3043’, ‘GNG 2207’ and ‘GCP 105’. Besides, its seeds are also significantly superior in Zn content (46.25 ppm) to all

the checks. In addition, its Fe content (53.6 ppm) is also comparable to most of the check varieties (BG 3043, GCP

105 and KPG 59). It has exhibited consistent wilt reaction (resistant to moderately resistant) in wilt-sick plots at

TCA, Dholi, Muzaffarpur (RPCAU, Pusa) consecutively for five years. In addition, it also showed moderate resistant

reaction to dry root rot (2022-23 and 2021-22) and collar rot (2022-23) at Sabour and Shillongani, respectively.

Among important milling attributes, it has shown a higher Percentage of Dal Recovery and Recovery Ratio than the

aforementioned check varieties.

Considering these desirable agronomic and quality features, Swarna Lakshami (DBGC 3) was recommended for

release and notification by the Varietal Identification Committee (VIC) in its meeting held during the Annual Group

Meet on Rabi Pulses at MPKV, Rahuri on September 01, 2023, and the VIC recommendation was accepted by the

Central Sub-Committee on Crop Standards, Notification and Release of Varieties for Agricultural Crops [S.O. 1560

(E), Dated: March 26, 2024] for cultivation in the entire NEPZ.

News related to Bihar agriculture:

Issue No. Vol. 1(3) July-September, 2024



BASA e-NEWSLETTER

5

Issue No. Vol. 1(3) July-September, 2024

Bihar flood situation worsens as embankments of Kosi, Bagmati rivers breached, 12 NDRF teams deployed

Raju Kumar @rajudelhi123 Patna Updated on: September 30, 2024 12:36 IST

The flood situation in Bihar worsened on Monday as the embankments of the Kosi and Bagmati rivers were

breached, prompting the authorities to intensify relief operations. Kosi River in Darbhanga district and Bagmati

in Sitamarhi caused the submersion of several villages.

Raging Kosi and Bagmati pose a threat to the region

The Kosi River was in spate and breached its embankment near Kartarpur block, inundating Kirtarpur and

Ghanshyampur villages in Darbhanga late on Sunday. On the other side, raging Bagmati caused seepage in the

embankment of the river in Runni Saidpur block in Sitamarhi district. "The flood situation has worsened with

fresh embankment breaches but it is under control. There is nothing to panic," an official said. Bihar Water

Resources Minister Vijay Kumar Choudhary said, "Altogether six incidents of embankment breach have so far

been reported from various parts of the state. Some of them have already been repaired and work is going on for

others."

The embankment of the Bagmati River at Madhkaul village in Sitamarhi and the Gandak River's embankment in

West Champaran were damaged due to excessive water pressure, resulting in inundation in the Valmiki Tiger

Reserve, another official said. "Water flowing above the embankments was reported from Valmikinagar and

Kiratpur in Darbhanga. But now the water level in several rivers started receding. No casualty has been reported

so far in Bihar due to the flood", the minister said.

12 teams of NDRF and 22 of SDRF deployed

The authorities deployed six more teams of the National Disaster Management Authority (NDRF) from Varanasi

in Uttar Pradesh and Ranchi in Jharkhand in north Bihar after the flood situation worsened. They are being

engaged in addition to the existing 12 teams of NDRF and 22 of State Disaster Management Authority (SDRF)

deployed in the relief and rescue operation in the flood-affected districts," said a bulletin issued by the disaster

management department on Monday. "Despite water levels receding in several small rivers, the overall situation

remained grim with over 16 lakh people affected by the deluge. No fatality has been reported so far," another

official said.
Source: https://www.indiatvnews.com/bihar/news-bihar-flood-situation-worsens-as-embankments-of-kosi-bagmati-rivers-breached-12-ndrf-teams-

deployed-2024-09-30-954684

Union Agriculture Minister assures unwavering support to Bihar farmers to propel agricultural growth

PTI Last Updated: Jul 11, 2024, 06:08:00 PM IST

Union agriculture minister Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan assured Bihar agriculture minister Shri Mangal Pandey of

unwavering support for state farmers and advocated for synergistic efforts to boost agricultural growth. Shri

Chouhan committed to reviewing funding allocations under RKVY and the National Food Security Mission to

enhance Bihar's agricultural initiatives. The meeting also discussed the need for seamless seed supply and a

comprehensive review of the agriculture ministry scheme.

Read more at: https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/india/union-agri-minister-shivraj-singh-chouhan-assures-unwavering-support-to-bihar-farmers-to-

propel-agricultural-growth/articleshow/111664218.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst

https://www.indiatvnews.com/bihar/news-bihar-flood-situation-worsens-as-embankments-of-kosi-bagmati-rivers-breached-12-ndrf-teams-deployed-2024-09-30-954684
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/india/union-agri-minister-shivraj-singh-chouhan-assures-unwavering-support-to-bihar-farmers-to-propel-agricultural-growth/articleshow/111664218.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
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Bihar Seeks Investment in Maize Sector Amid Ethanol Boom

PTI  Updated on: 25 September 2024 2:51 pm

Bihar Agriculture Minister Shri Mangal Pandey on Wednesday called for private sector investment in hybrid maize seed

production and warehouse facilities amid increased local production. Addressing a FICCI-organised maize summit, Shri

Pandey announced Bihar's ambitious target to cultivate maize on a record 10 lakh hectares this year.As India's fifth-largest

maize producer, the state is witnessing a shift in farmer preferences towards maize cultivation due to attractive market prices

surpassing the minimum support price (MSP).

"Maize is no longer just for human and animal consumption. It's now powering our vehicles through ethanol-blended petrol,"

Pandey said, highlighting the crop's expanding utility. The Centre's decision to allow maize as a feedstock for ethanol

production has led to a multi-fold increase in demand, spurring the establishment of ethanol plants across the state. However,

this agricultural boom has exposed two critical challenges: a shortage of hybrid maize seeds and insufficient storage

infrastructure. "We're facing a huge requirement for hybrid maize seeds. I invite the private industry to invest in local seed

production," Pandey said, adding that a new policy is being framed with an expression of interest to be issued soon. The

minister also emphasized the need for enhanced warehouse facilities, despite improvements in transportation infrastructure. He

touted Bihar's investor-friendly agricultural policies, urging investors to capitalize on the state's potential.

Union Agriculture Secretary Devesh Chaturvedi echoed the need for increased hybrid maize seed production, noting that

southern states like Telangana and Andhra Pradesh currently dominate this sector. He called for research to explore seed

production possibilities in northern states. Bihar Agriculture Secretary Sanjay Kumar Agarwal revealed that 99 per cent of the

state's hybrid maize seeds are currently sourced from other states. He invited industry players to expand their seed production

operations in Bihar. The state's ethanol production capacity is set to reach 8.09 lakh kiloliters annually by year-end, with 15

plants expected to be operational. This expansion will require about 23.38 lakh tonnes of maize per annum, further boosting

demand for the crop.

Source: https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/renewables/bihar-seeks-investment-in-maize-sector-amid-ethanol-

boom/articleshow/113661716.cms?from=mdr

Bihar receives boost for infrastructure development in Union Budget 2024 

Statesman News Service | New Delhi | July 23, 2024 4:47 pm

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman announced an extravagant package for Bihar as she presented Union Budget 2024-25 on

Tuesday. Sitharaman unveiled a comprehensive plan to bolster infrastructure and development initiatives in the state.

Highlighting her government’s commitment to enhancing connectivity and industrial growth, Sitharaman announced support

for the Amritsar-Kolkata industrial corridor, with plans to establish an industrial nod at Gaya. She also detailed ambitious road

connectivity projects, including the Patna-Purnia Expressway, Buxar-Bagalpur Expressway, and others, along with the

construction of a two-lane bridge over the Ganga at Buxar, collectively costing Rs 26,000 crore.

The Finance Minister further underscored significant investments in power infrastructure, earmarking Rs 21,400 crore for a

new 2,400 megawatt power plant in Pirpainti. She emphasized the development of new airports, medical colleges, and sports

facilities across Bihar, alongside additional allocations to support capital investments and expedite external assistance requests

from multilateral development banks. “Power projects, including setting up of a new 2,400 MW power plant at Pirpainti, will

be taken up at the cost of Rs 21,400 crore. New airports, medical colleges and sports infrastructure in Bihar will be

constructed. The requests of Bihar Govt for external assistance from multilateral development banks will be expedited…,” the

finance minister announced.

Addressing Bihar’s flood management needs, Sitharaman allocated Rs 11,500 crore for flood management and related

projects. “Bihar has frequently suffered from floods. Plans to build flood control structures in Nepal are yet to progress. Our

government will provide financial support with an estimated cost of Rs 11,500 crore…,” she said. Ms Sitharaman also

provided funds for enhancing temple corridors at iconic sites like Nihar and implementing the Kashi Model in Bodh Gaya.

Special provisions were made for the Rajgir Jain Temple site, reflecting the government’s focus on both infrastructure

development and cultural preservation in the region, she said.
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The FCI adds two silos infrastructure in Bihar

The Food Corporation of India adds two operational silos in Bihar, built on a Design, Build, Finance, Own & Operate (DBFOO)

or Design, Build, Finance, Operate & Transfer (DBFOT) basis, developed with private investment and are now fully operational.

Key Highlights of the Projects are:

1. Darbhanga Silo Project (Bihar): Developed under the DBFOO model by M/s Adani Agri Logistics (Darbhanga) Ltd., this

project includes a 50,000 MT storage capacity and a dedicated railway siding. It was completed and commissioned in April

2024 and is now fully operational.

2. Samastipur Silo Project (Bihar): Similar to the Darbhanga project, this silo in Samastipur was developed by M/s Adani

Agri Logistics (Samastipur) Ltd. with a 50,000 MT capacity. Completed in May, 2024.

Issue No. Vol. 1(3) July-September, 2024

Poor performance of India’s most populated states to end hunger & empower women slows down national, 

global SDG progress

Kiran Pandey, Down to Earth

Published on: 16 Jul 2024, 5:50 pm

India’s performance on SDG 2 and SDG 5 has been the poorest among the 15 SDGs monitored, according to the National

Sustainable Development Goals Index, 2023-24. Out of the 17 United Nations-mandated Sustainable Development Goals

(SDG), SDGs 14 (life below water) and 17 (partnerships for the goals) have not been included in the criteria used to rank

each state. Goal 14 applies only to the nine coastal states and therefore has not been considered in the calculation of India's

overall composite score.

On SDG 5, which strives for gender equality and empowerment of all women and girls, the national average score has been

alarmingly the lowest among all SDGs, at 49 (out of 100). As many as 13 states and one Union territory, have scored below

the national average. These include Odisha, Dadra & Nagar Haveli and Daman and Diu, Assam, Uttar Pradesh, Jharkhand,

Bihar, Manipur, West Bengal, Tripura, Haryana, Punjab, Madhya Pradesh, Chandigarh and Telangana. SDG 5 (Gender

equality): 12 states and one Union Territory scored below the national average score of 49 (out of 100). With the lowest

score of 39, Odisha performed the worst in terms of empowering women. One of the targets of this is to eliminate the wage

gap between men and women for work of equal value. Under this, Odisha scored the lowest with a female-to-male wage

ratio of 0.56, followed by Jharkhand (0.6).

The country’s national average score on SDG 2, has been the second lowest, with 52 (out of 100) among the 15 SDGs

monitored for all states / UTs. Under this goal, which aims to end all forms of hunger and malnutrition by 2030, 10 states

and one UT scored below the national average score of 52. These included: Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman and Diu,

Bihar, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Odisha, Maharashtra, Assam, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh.

With the lowest score of 24 under SDG 2, Bihar is the worst performer, followed by Jharkhand (28). Uttar Pradesh, Bihar

and Madhya Pradesh are amongst the largest states in India by population size. These were among the poor performers on

the goal towards achieving gender equality and ending hunger, according to an analysis of SDG India Index 2020-21 in the

State of India’s Environment, 2022 published by Down to Earth, Centre for Science and Environment. Despite showing

significant improvement, Bihar remained the poorest performer in 2023-24. The state managed to score 57 (out of 100) in

comparison to the 2020-21 scores, where it had scored 32. Bihar lagged in five of the 15 SDGs monitored, which included

– SDG 1 (no poverty), SDG 2, SDG 4, SDG 5 and SDG 13.

Source: India's Struggle with SDG 2 and SDG 5: States Lagging in Hunger Eradication and Gender Equality

(downtoearth.org.in)
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News Clippings related to Bihar Agriculture:
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Source: https://www.business-standard.com/industry/agriculture/output-in-agri-allied-sectors-share-of-crops-dips-livestock-sees-

jump-124062101023_1.html
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India Monsoon 2024, in facts & figures: Strong finish, good sowing

By Shambhavi Anand ET BureauLast Updated: Sep 24, 2024, 11:51:00 PM IST

After yielding a 5% surplus to date, the southwest monsoon has begun its withdrawal for the season. While most of the

country received normal-to-excess showers, including flooding in AP and Telangana, five of the 36 meteorological

subdivisions experienced deficient rainfall. Despite a slow start, rainfall picked up pace helping farmers with sowing.

Overall farm productivity is expected to be higher, which should help tame the year-long rising trend in food inflation.
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Record Food grain production in India 

Posted On: 25 SEP 2024 1:33 PM by PIB Delhi

The Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare has released Final Estimates of production of Major Agricultural

Crops for the year 2023-24. These estimates have been primarily prepared based on information received from States/

UTs. The crop area has been validated and triangulated with information received from Remote Sensing, Weekly Crop

Weather Watch Group and other agencies. Crop yield estimates are majorly based on Crop Cutting Experiments (CCEs)

conducted nationwide. The process of recording CCEs has been re-engineered with the introduction of the Digital

General Crop Estimation Survey (DGCES), which was rolled out in major States during the 2023-24 agricultural years.

The new system has ensured the transparency and robustness of the yield estimates.

The total Food grain production in the country during 2023-24 is estimated at a record 332.3 million MT which is higher

by 26.11 LMT than the production of food grains of 3296.87 LMT achieved during 2022-23. Food grain production

witnessed a record increase due to good production of Rice, Wheat and Shree Anna.

Total Rice production during 2023-24 is estimated at a record 1378.25 LMT. It is higher by 20.70 LMT than the

previous year’s Rice production of 1357.55 LMT. The Wheat production during 2023-24 is estimated at a record

1132.92 LMT. It is higher by 27.38 LMT than the previous year’s wheat production of 1105.54 LMT and production of

Shree Anna is estimated at 175.72 LMT as compared to 173.21 LMT during the previous year.

During 2023-24, there were drought-like conditions in southern states, including Maharashtra & prolonged dry spells

during August especially in Rajasthan. The moisture stress from the drought also affected the Rabi season. This mainly

impacted the production of pulses, coarse cereals, soybeans & cotton. The details of the production of various crops are

given as under:

Total Food grains– 3322.98 LMT (record)

 Rice -1378.25 LMT (record)

 Wheat – 1132.92 LMT (record)

 Nutri / Coarse Cereals – 569.36 LMT

 Maize – 376.65 LMT

 Total Pulses – 242.46 LMT

 Shree Anna– 175.72 LMT

 Tur – 34.17 LMT

 Gram – 110.39 LMT

Total Oilseeds– 396.69 LMT

 Groundnut – 101.80 LMT

 Soybean – 130.62 LMT

 Rapeseed & Mustard – 132.59 LMT (record)

Sugarcane – 4531.58 LMT

Cotton – 325.22 Lakh Bales (170 Kgs. each)

Jute & Mesta – 96.92 Lakh Bales (180 Kgs. each)

The details of the Final Estimate for 2023-24 along with previous estimates are available on upag.gov.in.
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