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My Dear Agrarians! Our joy has no boundaries today offering you the first quarterly-e-

newsletter of the Bihar Agricultural Science Academy (BASA) on the auspicious 1st day of

the Indian Vikram Samvat 2081, dated the 9th April 2024. Friends! The matter of establishing

Bihar Agricultural Science Academy came into discussion first time in the meeting for

finalizing the Fourth Roadmap of Bihar Agriculture under the chairmanship of Hon’ble Dr.

Mangla Rai Jee, former Secretary DARE and DG ICAR in March 2023 which he agreed

upon after a lot of discussions and thus a resolution for establishing Bihar Agricultural

Science Academy headquartered in the campus of RPCAU, Pusa Samastipur Bihar was

taken by only a few likeminded people present physically and some online on the 24th March

2023 in the office room of DDG Agricultural Engineering, Krishi Anusandhan Bhawan-II,

ICAR, Pusa New Delhi. Since then we have drafted bylaws, and rules and have formed an

executive council and organized two EC and two GB meetings. The BASA celebrated its 1st

anniversary on 22 March 2023 physically and released its first document “District Agricultural

Profile of Bihar” In the same conglomeration, it was decided to have a quarterly newsletter

as soon as possible, now volume 1 no 1 of the same is in front of your screen.

Friends! Bihar is blessed with the most fertile land, abundance of water and human

resources. We together need to make an environment of a science/evidence-based decision

support system for the Government of Bihar so that the pace of development particularly in

rural areas should have a quantum jump. Agri-based industrialization/ economy needs a

boost. Hope our newly formed academy will be involved in this endeavour.

To achieve the aims and goals of the academy now we have also appointed a second

secretary, editors and other officials. NAAS guidelines for the election of BASA fellows have

been adopted and hope very soon advertisements will be coming. Three working groups,

one each on Flood and Draught mitigation strategies, Policy for accelerating Fish business

from Bihar and Agricultural marketing. The year 2024 is supposed to be very active and full

of achievements. Please come forward! Support our Endeavour! On this day of releasing this

e-newsletter, I pray:

म ाँ भ रती हर् ान्वित ज त , िस ुंधर प ष्प न्वित ज त !

मध र िेल सम गत , पश पक्षिण: प्रम दित !!

ग यन्वत गीत नि अमतृ िचिि नि, जियत िि हर् ान्वित !
िि अक दियम स्ि गतम! स्ि गतम !! स्ि गतम!!!

.

Dr S.N Jha,,

President BASA
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The 2nd Executive Council meeting of the Bihar Agricultural Science Academy (BASA) was held

on the 22nd March 2024 under the chairmanship of Dr. S.N. Jha, President, BASA and DDG

(Agricultural Engineering), ICAR , New Delhi at Dr. Rajendra Prasad Central Agricultural

University (RPCAU) Pusa, Bihar. Dr. Jha Congratulated participants on the occasion of Bihar

Day and for completing the first year of formation of BASA and also thanked Dr. P. S. Pandey,

VC, RPCAU Pusa for providing all the necessary facilities for the meeting. The list of members

who attended the meeting is annexed at the end.

Inaugural Session

Dr. P.S. Pandey, Hon’ble Vice Chancellor, RPCAU and Vice-President of BASA welcomed Dr.

S.N. Jha, DDG-ICAR, Agril Engineering and President BASA, and Dr. Gopal Ji Trivedi, Former

VC, RAU, Pusa. Dr. Ambrish Kumar, Dean CAET and Secretary BASA welcomed Hon’ble Vice-

Chancellor and other senior delegates/fellows of BASA.

In his welcome address, Dr. Ambrish Kumar, Secretary, BASA, briefed the members about the

achievements of BASA made during last year and also shared the salient achievements of the

RPCAU for the previous two years. It included students’ academic excellence –Students of the

College of Agril Engg and Technology secured GATE all India rank -one and 2nd position in

largest entrepreneurship conclave organized at IIT Mumbai by NEC, IIT Mumbai; 100 %

placement of students at the School of Agribusiness and Rural Management and other colleges

and departments of the University, ten patents that the University has been granted, GI tag for

Marcha Dhan, 5G Use Case Lab, Remote Pilot Training Organization (RPTO), and the very

unique Foundation Course for freshly admitted undergraduate students, and many more

achievements.

In his address to the august house, Dr. G. Trivedi, Former Vice Chancellor, RAU talked about

importance of ‘whole’ and how we should focus on holistic solution to move the agricultural

economy of Bihar. If Bihar progresses in terms of agricultural growth, it will for sure take the

country forward to achieve the target of 5 trillion dollar economy. He also expected the BASA

would emerge as a stronger academic & research think tank to assimilate a vast pool of

academicians and scientists dedicated to the growth of Bihar who will contribute positively to

this rich land of agricultural research and education in India.

Dr P.S. Pandey, Vice-President, BASA in his introductory remarks first congratulated everyone

on the occasion of Bihar Day. He also mentioned such academy was a long-driven wish of Dr.

S.N. Jha and this proposal was submitted by him in the high power meeting of 4th Krishi

Roadmap of Bihar held in March 2023, which was chaired by Dr Mangala Rai, advisor to Chief

Minister, Bihar & former Secretary, DARE, MoA&FW, GoI. It was appreciated by Dr Mangala Rai

and other members. BASA was started in 2023 with 36 members and now it has 40 founder

fellows. He emphasized that BASA should act as action-oriented Policy think tank which will

help in agricultural research and development of Bihar state and place it on the global map. He

said that there is huge potential for developing the agricultural education and also in areas like

secondary agriculture, digital agriculture and innovation in the state. BASA should work on

strengthening the pillars of the agricultural economy of Bihar.
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In his Presidential address, Dr. S.N. Jha, President, BASA, highlighted the

legacy of the College of Agricultural Engineering and Technology, RPCAU and how in past

he had demanded the formation of Bihar based Academy working in agriculture sector. He

expressed that he was elated to know when Dr. P.S. Pandey joined this prestigious

University as a Vice Chancellor. He shared his idea at various scientific and academic forum

about setting up BASA. He also acknowledged the contribution of Dr. Mangla Rai, towards

the of setting up this body. He appreciated Dr. Girish Jha, Dr. Anjani Kumar, Dr. Nalini

Ranjan Kumar and others for coming out with the document on ‘District Agricultural Profile of

Bihar’. He also said that BASA should work in a very focused way in terms of identifying

core areas of intervention needed in Agriculture sector of Bihar, viz; Makhana, Fish, Mango,

Paan, and other commodities and in highlighting these at National and International levels.

Additionally, he suggested that BASA must keep assessing schemes, mobilizing farmers

and providing some handholding, training etc. to them in the long run. The inauguration

session ended up with vote of thanks by Dr. Ram Datt, Coordinator SAB&RM and Treasurer,

BASA.

Executive Council meeting

The inaugural session was followed by the meeting of the Executive Council of BASA. The

agenda wise details are given below

Agenda 1: Confirmation of last proceedings and action taken

The EC confirmed and approved the proceedings and action taken of the first EC meeting.

Agenda 2: The EC discussed numerous design and theme of logo of BASA presented by

the president himself and the EC approved the following.
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Agenda 3: Presentation of Reports entitled “District Agricultural Profile of Bihar”

A document- ‘District Agricultural Profile of Bihar’ was tabled in the meeting and thoroughly

discussed. Certain suggestions related to the inclusion of Agro-Ecological Regions (AER)/

Agro-Climatic Zones and Bibliography were made. EC approved the document with these

changes.

Agenda 4: Appointment of remaining members of EC as per bylaws

As per bylaws, the EC approved the name of following members against vacant positions:

i. Vice-President-II: Dr. Anjani Kumar

ii. Secretary-II: Dr. Ritambhara Singh

iii. Editor- Dr. Nalini Ranjan Kumar

Agenda 5: Discussion and approval of guidelines for selection of BASA Fellow 2024

It was proposed that the guidelines for NAAS fellow should be adopted as guidelines for

BASA fellow nomination for 2024. The EC approved the same.

Agenda 6: Discussion and approval of agency for website development

The EC unanimously agreed to keep the website of BASA simple one with domain name as

BASA.IN. It was suggested that Dr. Girish Kumar Jha along with some technical experts from

IARI may do initial work in developing it. The IP may be static. The EC approved the same.

The President, BASA suggested that the Certificates to all Founder Fellows of BASA should

be issued as soon as possible. The EC meeting ended with cheerful unanimity and thanks to

the Chair and all members.

(Ambrish Kumar)

Secretary, BASA

Annexure
List of Executive committee members and Fellows present in the meeting

Members Executive Committee of BASA

Dr. S. N. Jha, DDG Agril. Engineering, ICAR

Dr. P. S. Pandey, VC, RPCAU Pusa, Bihar

Dr. Ambrish Kumar, Dearn CAET, RPCAU Pusa

Dr. Ram Datt RPCAU, Assoc. Professor, RPCAU Pusa

Dr. Ritambhara Singh, Assoc. Professor, Agri Business, RPCAU, Pusa

Dr. Nalini Ranjan Kumar, Principal Scientist ICAR-NIAP, New Delhi

Dr. Anjani Kumar, Senior Research Fellow, IFPRI, New Delhi

Dr. K. M. Singh, Dean PG Studies, RPCAU Pusa

Dr. Usha Singh, Dean Community Science, RPCAU, Pusa

Fellows of BASA

Dr. Gopal ji Trivedi, Former Vice Chancellor, RAU, Bihar

Dr. R. N. Padaria, JD Agril Extension, IARI, New Delhi

Dr. Manoj Kumar, Principal Scientist, ICAR, New Delhi

Dr. Ranjit Kumar, Principal Scientist, NAARM

Dr. Girish K. Jha, Principal Scientist, ICAR-IARI New Delhi

Dr. S. K. Thakur, Professor, Directorate of Research, RPCAU, Pusa

Dr. Sanjeet Kumar Sameer, RPCAU, Pusa

Dr. Vidya Nath Jha, former Principal MLSM College LNMU Darbhanga.
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BASA president Dr. S. N. Jha, DDG, Agricultural Engineering, ICAR, New Delhi

visited CAET, RPCAU, Pusa Bihar and interacted with students and faculty. He

also takes rounds of work in the FIM scheme going over there. Some photo

clippings of the events.

BASA Happenings-
Visit of President BASA to CAET, RPCAU, Pusa, Bihar
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Draft report on the ‘climate-resilient and low-carbon

development pathway’ released
The state’s greenhouse gas emission is projected to increase 5.2 times from the present by

2070 when India targets to achieve net zero emission. The finding has been projected in the

Bihar State Pollution Control Board’s (BSPCB’s) draft report on the ‘climate-resilient and low-

carbon development pathway’ for the state, prepared in association with the United Nations

Environment Programme released in March 2024. The Bihar State Pollution Control Board

has now invited suggestions from the common mass as well as experts on the draft to make

it effective for achieving India’s goal of net zero emission by 2070. The draft report has been

uploaded on the BSPCB’s website (https://bspcb.bihar.gov.in) and suggestions can be sent

through email to biharcricdp@gmail.com.

Source:http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/108555378.cms?utm_source=contento

finterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst

A total of 28, out of 38 districts, in Bihar are credit-deficient

In the state credit seminar held on March 18, 2024, Chief general manager NABARD

informed that Bihar, with a credit-deposit ratio of 53.01 per cent, is among one of the states

having the lowest CD ratio in the country. It was also pointed out that 28 out of 38 districts in

the state have been classified as ‘credit deficient’ districts, where per capita credit availability

is less than Rs.6,0000. In such a situation, the banks should remain committed to a target as

suggested in the State Focus Paper, in the agriculture and allied sector as well as MSME

and other priority sectors. “There is a need for active and concerted efforts of various

departments of the state government, institutions like banks, NGOs etc. to achieve the

financial goals.”

Source:http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/108626382.cms?utm_source=contento

finterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst

A total of 24.8 crores people out of multidimensional poverty in

India from 2013-14 to 2022-23
A Discussion paper released on 15th January 2024 by the NITI Aayog entitled

‘Multidimensional Poverty in India since 2005-06: A Discussion Paper’ has claimed that

multidimensional poverty (MDI) has declined from 29.17% in 2013-14 to 11.28% in 2022-23,

and that 24.82 crore people “escaped” from multidimensional poverty during these 9 years. It

claims that India is well on track to achieve the Sustainable Development Goal (SDG 1.2) of

“halving multidimensional poverty” by 2030.

An estimated 24.8 crore Indians may have moved out of multidimensional poverty in the past

nine years, with UP and Bihar recording the biggest improvement. The rate of decline in

multidimensional poverty has accelerated during the period 2013-14 to 2022-23. Based on

overall numbers, it concluded that UP managed to get 5.9 crore out of poverty, followed by

3.8 crore in Bihar, which is home to the highest share.

Source:http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/106879642.cms?utm_source=contento

finterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
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Kisan Tak

2 April at 12:45  · 
बिह र में जल्ि श रू होगी प्र कृनतक ससुंिरू की खेती, BAU सिौर को समल ररसचा
क न्जम्म अवय पौधों की तरह ससविरू क भी एक पेड़ होत है. यह एक पौध है
न्जसक फल प उडर और तरल रूप में ससविरू जैस ल ल रुंग पैि करत है. कई
लोग इसे सलन्विड सलपन्स्िक ट्री भी कहते हैं, वयोंकक इससे निकलिे ि ल रुंग
आपके होठों को प्र कृनतक रुंग िे सकत है.
#vermillion #bihar #cultivation #Kisantak #aajtak

https://www.kisantak.in/.../natural-vermillion...

News related to Bihar Agriculture in News papers
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BASA Executive Committee 

Sl. No. Name Designation Email

1. Dr. S. N. Jha President snjha_ciphet@yahoo.co.in

2. Dr. P.S. Pandey Vice-President vc@rpcau.ac.in

3. Dr. Anjani Kumar Vice-President-II anjani.kumar@cgiar@icar.gov.in

4. Dr. Ambrish Kumar Secretary Dean.cae@rpcau.ac.in

5. Dr. Ritambhara Singh Secretary-II ritambharasingh@rpcau.ac.in

6. Dr. Arvind Kumar Foreign Secretary akumarssr@gmail.com

7. Dr. Ram Datt Treasurer ramdatt@rpcau.ac.in

8. Dr. Sujeet Kumar Editor Sujeet.jha@icar.gov.in/

sujeet.jha.icar@gmail.com

9. Dr. Nalini Ranjan Kumar Editor-II drnaliniranjan@gmail.com

10. Dr. P.K. Joshi Member pkj.ncap@gmail.com

11. Dr. Dilip Kumar Member dk.dilipkumar@gmail.com

12. Dr. R.R.B. Singh Member rrb_ndri@rediffmail.com

singh.rrb@gmail.com

13. Dr. K.M. Singh Member m.krishna.singh@gmail.com

14. Dr. Usha Singh Member usha.singh@rpcau.ac.in

15. Dr. Madan Kumar Jha Member madan@agfe.iitkgp.ac.in

kumar.madanjha@gmail.com

16. Secretary (Agriculture),

Govt. of Bihar

Member 

17. Vice-Chancellor,

RPCAU, Pusa

Member vc@rpcau.ac.in
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